
Peterson’s Opening Statement in Response to NCAA Findings
Atlanta (July 14, 2011) – Good afternoon. I am Bud Peterson, President here at Georgia Tech and I am joined by Mr. Dan Radakovich, Director of Athletics. 

As you are all aware, a little over an hour ago the NCAA held a Press Conference to announce that the NCAA Division I - Committee on Infractions has determined that Georgia Tech committed violations in both our football and men’s basketball programs.  The football violations included preferential treatment, failure to meet the conditions and obligations of membership, and failure to cooperate during the investigation. In addition there were violations related to the men’s basketball program stemming from a nonscholastic basketball tournament conducted on our campus.  

The penalties assessed, include a $100,000 fine, recruiting restrictions for basketball, vacation of the 2009 ACC Championship game, and four years probation.

The “preferential treatment” violation is the result of a gift of clothing one of our student athletes received, valued at $312.  The “failure to meet the conditions and obligations of membership,” is the result of our decision to certify the eligibility of that student athlete, which the NCAA subsequently ruled should have been declared ineligible because of the gift of clothing. The third violation, “failure to cooperate,” is based upon concerns on the part of the NCAA Enforcement Staff that contrary to specific instructions, individuals from Georgia Tech spoke to one of the student athletes involved about the issues in question, in advance of the NCAA Enforcement Staff interview. 
Let me state emphatically and for the record that Georgia Tech is committed to the integrity of its athletics program, including full cooperation and support of the NCAA.  When we received the Notice of Allegations we established an internal Investigative Committee, consisting of – Dr. Sue Ann Allen, Faculty Athletics Representative and Professor and Associate Chair in the School of Chemical & Biomolecular Engineering,  Dr. Gary Schuster, the Vasser Wooley Professor of Chemistry & Biochemistry; Dr. Marie Thursby, the Hal and John Smith Chair of Entrepreneurship in the College of Management;  Dr. William Wepfer, Chair, George W. Woodruff School of Mechanical Engineering and our current Associate Vice President for Legal Affairs and Risk Management,  Mr. Pat McKenna. This committee was asked to conduct their own independent investigation and report their findings directly to me.  They did so and their investigation formed the basis for our response to the NCAA Notice of Allegations.

Also, shortly prior to the formation of this committee we contracted with Mr. Chuck Smrt and Ms. Stacey Karpinski with the Compliance Group to assist us in the process of responding to the allegations.  

As stated in our response to the Notice of Allegations and the Report recently issued by the NCAA Committee on Infractions, I believe that we could have been more aggressive in our investigation – and had we known then what we know now, we might have acted differently. But given the information we had at the time, I believe that we took reasonable and appropriate steps to determine the proper course of action regarding the eligibility of these two student athletes and most importantly we acted in good faith. 

At no time prior to, since, or during the 20-month-long investigation do I believe that anyone from Georgia Tech did anything or took any actions with the deliberate intent to either hinder or impede the investigation.  
That said, there were things we could have done better and as a result, we have implemented a number of steps/actions that are outlined in detail in the report.  These include restructuring and enhancement of the athletic compliance staff; adjustments in the internal protocols to address perceived shortcomings; clarification of the reporting structure; and a greater investment in experienced staff, training and awareness among our entire athletics staff and our student athletes. 

In closing, I want to reemphasize Georgia Tech’s unwavering commitment to compliance and our commitment to the “conditions and obligations of membership” of the NCAA.
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