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Atlanta BEST Program Guidelines for the 2014-2015 Academic Year

Atlanta BEST Program Guidelines 2014-2015 
For Emory and Georgia Tech PhD Students and Postdocs 
in Biological, Biomedical, STEM Disciplines
Posted May 15, 2014
Applications due by July 1, 2014
The BEST program aims to better prepare pre-doctoral and postdoctoral scientists for the breadth of possible careers in the biomedical research workforce and to establish a network, share, evaluate and disseminate widely best practices for the community. Trainees will formally participate in the program for two years but remain affiliated for their entire training period. Approximately 50 trainees, a combination of graduate students and postdocs from Georgia Tech and Emory, will be admitted each year.  
Cohort 2 will start September 2014.The first year is designed to give each trainee broad exposure to a variety of career paths beyond the academy, while also providing leadership training. The second year will involve immersion into one or at most two specific tracks representing focused career paths. Applicants will be asked to designate their preferred tracks on the application form, but this is just to gauge interest in each track.  
Eligibility

To be considered for the program, PhD student applicants must:

· be full-time students in a doctoral program, in good standing both with their respective Graduate School and in their programs
· be in their third years of graduate study or beyond 
· have completed their qualifying examinations and advanced to candidacy by the start of the program

To be considered for the program, Postdoctoral applicants must:

· have completed at least six months in their mentor’s lab

Application Submission
Applicants can fill out an application online: http://goo.gl/FlovQt
· Once you fill out the form, hit the submit button on the top right corner of the pdf form

· Applicants will receive a follow up email to confirm receipt, please allow 3-5 days for confirmation
Letter of Support: All applicants will need to submit a letter of support from their primary mentor/adviser. 

· Mentors should state their support for the applicant’s participation in this program, as well as discuss the applicants academic and research progress
· Submission: Emailed by mentor or applicant to best@emory.edu 

Evaluation Criteria
As you put together application materials, please consider how the selection committee will evaluate the applications:

· current GPA (for predoctoral trainees only)
· undergraduate GPA (for predoctoral trainees only)
· strength of application essays
· evidence of prior activities providing exposure to careers outside of academia
· level of support evident in mentor’s letter
Review  
Nominations will be reviewed by a faculty committee convened by the BEST Executive Committee.
Award Notifications by July 31, 2014
Questions about the BEST Program?   

Email best@emory.edu. 
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