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ANNA JOO KIM 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
245 4th Street NW, Suite 204 

Atlanta, GA 30332-0155 
anna.kim@coa.gatech.edu 

  
EDUCATION 
 
University of California, Los Angeles        
PhD, Urban Planning  2011           
 
University of California, San Diego  
MA, Ethnic Studies  2006       
 
Claremont McKenna College  
BA, Gender and Feminist Studies 2004 
   
ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
 
Assistant Professor     2013-present 
Georgia Institute of Technology     
School of City and Regional Planning 
College of Architecture 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow 2011-2013 
Pomona College   
Environmental Analysis Program 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Kim, Anna Joo and Sophia Cheng (ROC-LA). “Building Worker Power and Sustainable 
Communities: Intersections of Economic and Environmental Justice” in. Politics of Hope: 
Environmental Justice Grassroots Organizing. Ed Jeffrey Crane and Char Miller. University of 
Colorado Press. Forthcoming. 
 
Kim, Anna Joo. (2015) “From the Enclave to the City: The Economic Benefits of Immigrant 
Flexibility”. Local Environment: The International Journal of Justice and Sustainability. Vol 20 
(6), 706-727.  
 
Chin, John; Kim, Anna Joo; Takahashi, Lois; Weibe, Doug. (2015) “Do Sexually Oriented 
Massage Parlor Businesses Cluster in Neighborhoods?: Spatial Analysis of Indoor Sex Work In 
LA and Orange Counties.” Public Health Reports. Volume 130, 544-553.  
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Kim, Anna Joo. (2014) “Informality at Work: Immigrant Jobs in Los Angeles” in The Nation and 
Its Peoples: Citizens, Denizens, Migrants. Ed. H. Winant, J.S.W Park & S. Gleeson. Routledge. 
 
Kim, Anna Joo. (2012) “Labor Market Migrations: Immigrant Intersections in the Informal 
Economy”. AAPI NEXUS: Journal of Policy, Research and Practice. Vol.10. No.1,75-99.  
 
Takahashi, Lois; Kim, Anna Joo; Sablan-Santos, Lola et al. (2011) “HIV Testing Behavior among 
Pacific Islanders in Southern California: Importance of Ethnicity, Knowledge, and Domestic 
Violence”. AIDS Education and Prevention. Vol 23. No.1, 55-65.  
 
Takahashi, Lois; Kim, Anna J.; Sablan-Santos, Lola et al. (2010) “Hepatitis B Among Pacific 
Islanders in Southern California: How is Health Information Associated with Screening and 
Vaccination?” Journal of Community Health. Vol. 36, No. 1, 47-55.  
 
Kim, Anna Joo. (2009) “L.A.’s Koreatown: Ethnicity, Entrepreneurship, and Entertainment” in 
Korean American Economy and Community in the 21st Century. Ed. H. Kim, K.Y. Park, E.Y. Yu. 
Korean American Economic Development Center. 367-390. 
 
Other Publications and Reports 
 
Kim, Anna J., Katie O’Connell, Jessica Doyle, Kate Wilson, Madi Sheilds et al. 2015. “Imagine 
Our Norcross: Planning for Immigrant Integration.” City of Norcross Report. Atlanta: School of 
City and Regional Planning, Georgia Institute of Technology. Spring 2015. 
 
Kim, Anna Joo. (2013) “Korean American Ethnic Economy” and “Korean American LGBT 
Movements in Los Angeles and New York” in Asian Americans: An Encyclopedia of Social, 
Cultural, Economic, and Political History. Ed. X. Zhao and E. Park. ABC-CLIO.  
 
Kim, Anna Joo. (2012) Review of Global Cities at Work: New Migrant Divisions of Labour, by J. 
Wills, K. Datta, Y. Evans, J. Herbert, C McIlwaine. Economic Geography. Vol.88.No.4,453-455.  
 
RESEARCH GRANTS 
 
Georgia Tech, F.I.R.E. Transformative Research and Education Grant,   2014-2016 

$38,000. “Workforce Development in Atlanta’s Historic Westside” PI: Anna Kim 
American Studies Association Community Partnership Project Grant            2015 
        $3,000. “Documenting the Undocumented: Stories from the South” 
        Photobook project with Freedom University Georgia. PI: Anna Kim 
Innovation for Collaboration in Liberal Arts, Sciences and Technology Grant           2015 
        $2,000. Interdisciplinary Collaboration Grant. PI: Anna Kim 
Center for Urban Innovation, Faculty Seed Grant                 2015 
        $5,000. “Working Group on Immigrant Labor in Georgia”. PI: Anna Kim 
City of Norcross, Sponsored Research Award      2014-2015 
        $10,000. “Immigrant Integration Planning and SWOT Analysis”  
Gwinnett County Village CID, Sponsored Research Award                2014-2015 
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        $5,000. “Immigrant Integration Planning and SWOT Analysis” 
Georgia Tech Research Institute, Faculty Grant, PI: Anna Kim    2014-2015 

$10,000. “Planning for Immigrant Communities in Metro Atlanta” 
NIH/NICHD, Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant Award (R21)  2013-2015 

  PIs: John Chin (Hunter College) and Lois Takahashi (UCLA)      
  $275,000. Co-PI. “Examining the Geographies of Immigrant Sex Work.”  

Mellon Foundation Research Grant, PI: Anna Kim 2011-2013 
 $10,000. Funding for research and professional development. Used for spatial database 

creation and analysis of HIV/STI risk among immigrant sex workers. 
UC Berkeley Institute for Research on Labor and Employment           2011 

Research prize winner in innovative jobs creation competition; funded by the UC Berkeley 
IRLE and the Annie E. Casey Foundation. 

UC California HIV/AIDS Research Program Grant, PI: Lois Takahashi (UCLA)  2010-2011 
$116,000. Consultant. “Sisterhood - Adaptation of an Evidence-Based Intervention.”, 

University of California Center for New Racial Studies, PI: Anna Kim    2010–2011 
 $3000. Immigrant social networks and employee-employer relationship study. 

UCLA Institute of American Cultures Research Grant, PI: Anna Kim     2009–2010 
   $3000. Study of employment among Korean immigrants in the informal sector. 
UCLA Institute for Research on Labor and Employment, PI: Anna Kim               2008–2009 

   $3000. Study of employment among Latino immigrants in the informal sector.  
National Science Foundation / UC DIGSS Summer  Research Grant, PI: Anna Kim   2007–2008 

$5000. Funded dissertation fieldwork and data collection. 
Korean American Economic Development Council Research Grant, PI: Anna Kim    2005–2006 

$1500. Korean transnational capital and post-1992 redevelopment efforts in Los Angeles. 
 

FELLOWSHIPS 
 
Andrew W. Mellon Postdoctoral Fellowship 2011-2013 
        Pomona College, Environmental Analysis Program  
Consortium for Faculty Diversity Fellow  2011 
 Claremont Colleges Diversity scholar in residence  
UC Diversity Initiative for Graduate Students in the Social Sciences Fellow 2007–2008 

UCLA Mentorship/professionalization program for graduate students of color. 
University of California Cota-Robles Graduate Fellowship 2006–2010 

UCLA Four-year merit award for minority graduate students includes tuition and stipend. 
University of California Deans Graduate Fellowship          2004–2006 

UCSD Two-year merit award for minority graduate students includes tuition and stipend. 

INVITED TALKS AND LECTURES          

Center for Urban Innovation          Atlanta, GA. May 2015 
 Imagine Our Norcross: Planning for Immigrant Integration 
Atlanta Symposium: The Atlanta Way.        Atlanta, GA. May 2015 
 Moderator / Presenter. Immigrant Integration in Georgia 
Freedom University, Core Faculty                       Atlanta, GA. October 2014 
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 Community educational initiatives for undocumented youth         
UNO Georgia Convening, Invited Key Note Speaker              Marietta, GA. June 2014 
 Immigrant Growth and Historical Segregation in the Region 
American Planning Association. Invited Panelist.   Atlanta, GA. April 2014 
 Panel: The Economy of Immigration and Planning 

Panel: Overcoming Gender Bias in Immigrant Communities 
ACSP Pre-doctoral Workshop for Students of Color. Panel Organizer.  Los Angeles, 2013 
 Mentorship and recruitment program to increase graduate student diversity in the field of 

city and regional planning.  
UC Berkeley Big Ideas for Job Creation. Invited Presentation.    Berkeley, CA. June 2011 

Presentation: “The Big Idea: Flexible Informal Employment as Sustainable Job Creation.”  
UC Center for New Racial Studies Conference. Invited Panelist.     Los Angeles, CA. April 2011 
 Invited. Presentation: “Immigrant Crossings and Interactive Labor Markets.”  

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS          

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning (ACSP)                 Houston, TX. November 2015 
Annual meeting. Paper: “Immigrants Shared First: Old Problems and New Regulations in 
the Urban Sharing Economy”. Co-author: Carolina Sarmiento (University of Madison – 
Wisconsin) 

American Studies Association (ASA)        Toronto, CA. November 2015 
        Roundtable: “Gentrification: On the politics of home in an era of rapid change” 
Urban Affairs Association (UAA)           Miami, FL, April 2015 

Annual meeting. Paper: “Immigrant Alliances in Suburban Atlanta: Uneven growth in 
Latino and Asian communities.”  

American Studies Association (ASA)                     Los Angeles, CA. November 2014 
        Annual meeting. Paper: “Fear and Fantasy in the Entertainment Enclave.” 
Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning (ACSP)   Philadelphia, PA. October 2014 
         Annual meeting. Paper: “Planning for Informal Cities.” 
Association of American Geographers (AAG)                  Tampa, FL. April 2014 

Annual meeting. Paper: “Outside the Perimeter: Suburban Inequality in Atlanta Metro.” 
Association of American Geographers (AAG)         Los Angeles, CA. April 2013 

Annual meeting. Paper: “Gender, health, and informal economies: an exploration of the 
geography of immigrant women and sex work.” Co-authors: Lois Takahashi  

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning (ACSP)           Cincinnati, OH. November 2012 
Annual meeting. Paper: “Massage Parlors in the City: Immigrant Women, Spatial 
Concentrations of Risk & HIV Prevention.” Co-authors: Lois Takahashi, Jury Candelario. 

Association of Asian American Studies (AAAS)                  Washington D.C., April 2012 
Annual meeting. Paper: “The Enclave Effect: Comparing Immigrant Employment in Los 
Angeles Neighborhoods.”  

Association of American Geographers (AAG)         New York City, NY. February 2012 
 Annual meeting. Paper: “Between Spaces: Alternative Geographies of Immigrant Labor.” 
Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning (ACSP)           Salt Lake City, UT. October 2011 
 Annual meeting. Paper: “Immigrant Crossings: The Story of Work in Koreatown.” 
Association of Asian American Studies (AAAS)        Austin, TX. April 2010 
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Annual meeting. Paper: “Asian and Latino Immigrants in a Multi-Ethnic Enclave: Blended 
Labor Market Geographies.”  

Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning (ACSP)              Crystal City, VA. October 2009 
Annual meeting. Paper: “Investigating the Informal/Formal Divide: Blended Labor Market 
Participation in an Ethnic Enclave.”  

 
OTHER AWARDS 
 
Georgia Tech Faces of Inclusive Excellence Award.  2015 

Office of Diversity award for teaching, research, and community engagement 
Pomona College Wig Curriculum Development Award    2011; 2012 
 Teaching awards in 2011 and 2012 to develop the Environmental Analysis curriculum. 
 Funded community partnerships courses with CCAEJ & KIWA.  
UCLA AASC 21st Century Graduate Fellowship  (UCLA)                        2009 

Award to students researching social inequality in the Asian Pacific American community. 
Julie Roque Award for Environmental Justice  2008 

Departmental award to a graduate student demonstrating commitment to community-
oriented research and practice to address environmental inequalities. 

Claremont Colleges Department of Asian American Studies        2004 
 Outstanding Undergraduate Thesis Award / Senior Prize 
Davis-Putter Scholarship Fund 2003 

National scholarship award to undergraduate and graduate students working towards 
social and economic justice in the United States. 

J. Paul Getty Multicultural Internship Program 2002 
 Arts fellow at ArtsCorpsLA, vacant lots to urban parks transformation project in Highland 

Park (Spiraling Orchard) and Temple-Beaudry. 
Southwest Network for Environmental and Economic Justice Fellow                                   2001 

Youth organizer at the Koreatown Immigrant Workers Alliance, funded by SNEEJ. Included 
site visits and seminars in Albuquerque, NM. 

 
PROFESSIONAL RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 
Restaurant Opportunities Center-Los Angeles, Food Chain Workers Alliance                      2014 

“The Hands that Feed US”, restaurant industry and food processing industries low-wage 
worker study and report. Pomona College, Claremont, CA. 

Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice                                           2012-2013 
 Supervised student client projects with CCAEJ in Riverside and San Bernardino. Reports 

include mapping of TRI, 2000-2010 demographic change, Warehousing &Trucking 
industry employment. GIS community client.  

Asian Pacific Aids Intervention Team Health Center, Research Consultant 2010–2013 
Sisterhood: Adaptation of an Evidence Based Intervention (HIV Research Program)  
Tasks: Data analysis and GIS mapping, IRB research and preparation for HIV prevention 
education and intervention program for Asian immigrant women in massage parlors. 

USC Program for Environmental and Regional Equity, Research Assistant  2009–2010 
 Tasks: Data analysis and GIS mapping for Program for Environmental and Regional Equity 
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 projects and reports on poverty in Core Based Statistical Areas in 1990, 2000, 2007. 
Economic Roundtable, Research Intern     2008  
 Tasks: Census PUMS analysis and employment mapping for non-profit service providers in 
 Los Angeles. Data analysis and economic profiles at city and county geography in relation 
 to hotel employees, port truck drivers, and First5LA health programs. 
Los Angeles Alliance for a New Economy, Consultant     2008 

 Tasks: Demographic analysis on hotel and food services industries, contributed to report: 
“A Tale of Two Cities: How Long Beach’s Investment in Downtown Tourism has 
Contributed to Poverty Next Door”. 

UCLA Institute for Research on Labor and Employment, Graduate Intern     2007 
Tasks: Researched Building Trades and Project Labor Agreements, contributed to report: 
“Helping LA Grow Together: Why the CRA should adopt Construction Careers Policy”  

 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
Freedom University Georgia 2014-2015 
         Board member. Volunteer faculty. 
         http://www.freedomuniversitygeorgia.com 
Asian Americans Advancing Justice – Atlanta 2015 
        Advisory Board member. 
Restaurant Opportunities Center of Los Angeles      2011-2013 

Los Angeles Advisory Board member; Research support via GIS mapping & restaurant 
industry data analysis for use in outreach and press releases. GIS community client. 

 
ACADEMIC SERVICE 
 
Reviewer, Journal of Planning Education and Research 2014-present 
Reviewer, Economic Geography 2013-present 
Reviewer, Urban Studies          2013-present 
Faculty Representative, College of Architecture 2015 
Affiliated Faculty, Center for Urban Innovation, School of Public Policy 2014 
Faculty Liaison, Westside Communities Alliance 2014 
Budget Advisory Committee, School of City and Regional Planning 2014 
Diversity Committee, College of Architecture 2013 
MCRP Admissions Committee, School of City and Regional Planning 2013 
 
ASSOCIATIONS AND MEMBERSHIPS 
 
Member, Association of Asian American Studies (AAAS) 
Member, American Studies Association (ASA) 
Member, American Planning Association (APA) 
Member, American Collegiate Schools of Planning (ACSP) People of Color Interest Group 
Member, Urban Affairs Association (UAA) 
 
 


