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Abstract: Computers, smartphones and smart watches are generally considered tools that enhance productivity. But 
while they have put the world’s knowledge at our fingertips, people need additional skills in order to be successful and 
realize their goals. Maes’ work explores how future personal devices may help us with cognitive skills such as attention, 
motivation, behavior change, memory, creativity, and emotion regulation. Her interdisciplinary research group is inspired 
by literature from Brain and Cognitive Sciences, makes use of sensor and machine learning technology, and adopts a 
human-centered Design approach to create and study new wearable and immersive systems that can help people 
strengthen some of these “soft skills.” While doing so, the group aims to be mindful of ethical and social issues that are 
critical in designing highly personal enhancement systems.

Bio:  Pattie Maes is a professor in MIT’s Program in Media Arts and Sciences and until recently served as academic head. 
She runs the Media Lab’s Fluid Interfaces research group, which aims to radically reinvent the human-machine experience. 
Coming from a background in artificial intelligence and human-computer interaction, she is particularly interested in 
the topic of cognitive enhancement, or how immersive and wearable systems can actively assist people with memory, 
attention, learning, decision making, communication, and wellbeing.
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Maes is the editor of three books, and is an editorial board 
member and reviewer for numerous professional journals and 
conferences. She has received several awards: Fast Company 
named her one of 50 most influential designers (2011); Newsweek 
picked her as one of the “100 Americans to watch for” in the 
year 2000; TIME Digital selected her as a member of the “Cyber 
Elite,” the top 50 technological pioneers of the high-tech world; 
the World Economic Forum honored her with the title “Global 
Leader for Tomorrow”; Ars Electronica awarded her the 1995 
World Wide Web category prize; and in 2000 she was recognized 
with the “Lifetime Achievement Award” by the Massachusetts 
Interactive Media Council. She has also received an honorary 
doctorate from the Vrije Universiteit Brussel in Belgium, and 
her 2009 TED talk on “the 6th sense device” is among the most-
watched TED talks ever.


